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JavierCamarena
tenor

ÁNGEL RODRÍGUEZ, pianist



A MESSAGE FROM GENERAL 
DIRECTOR & CEO IAN DERRER
Just over two years ago, I had the opportunity 
to hear Javier Camarena and Ángel Rodríguez 
in Madrid—Javier's thrilling high notes, and 
their charm, musical versatility, and charisma 
captured the audience from the first note. 
After their extraordinary performance, I knew 
we MUST bring them to Dallas. 

It’s been a long-awaited journey to bring this 
recital to you, but I know it will have been well 
worth the wait! The thrill of hearing Javier’s 
artistry has stayed with me after all this time, 
and I hope it will with you as well. This evening, 
it is our absolute honor to present to you one of 
the most celebrated tenors in the world today.  

 

IAN DERRER
The Kern Wildenthal  
General Director and CEO 
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Creating a place of belonging for everyone to experience this art form is a vital 
part of inspiring generations of opera lovers and honoring those who came before 
us. As an opera company, we are storytellers of the full human experience, and 
that includes the narratives we share about this land and its people. 

We are on the original land of the Caddo, Wichita, and Comanche sovereign 
nations, whose people faced horrible treatment and policies that forced their 
removal from the land. 

People were also stolen from their homes in Africa, enslaved, dehumanized, 
and forced to build Dallas through free labor. 

While none of us created these conditions, we have the opportunity, 
responsibility, and honor to uplift these communities through truth-telling, 
greater connection, and holistic celebration. 

Thank you for joining us in acknowledging this land and these peoples. 

LAND AND PEOPLE 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Ian Derrer 
The Kern Wildenthal General Director and CEO
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COVER PHOTO: DARIO ACOSTA

presents

Javier Camarena, tenor
Ángel Rodríguez, pianist

Presenting Sponsors: Holly and Tom Mayer 

March 26, 2022, 7:30 PM 
The Winspear Opera House at The AT&T Performing Arts Center

“Prendre le dessin d’un bijou” from Lakmé  Leo Delibes (1836-1891)                

“Instant charmant…En fermant les yeux”  Jules Massenet (1842-1912)     
from Manon         

“Habanera” from Carmen Georges Bizet (1838-1875)                      
 Piano Solo Arr. Rodríguez

“Spirto gentil” from La favorita Gaetano Donizetti (1797-1848)              

“La mia letizia infondere” Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901)         
from I Lombardi              

"È la solita storia del pastore" Francesco Cilea (1866-1950)  
from L’arlesiana

PAUSE
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Season Sponsor: Mary Anne Cree, in memory of Rosine Smith Sammons 

Neapolitan Songs

 “Dicitencello Vuie” Rodolfo Falvo (1873-1937)         

 “Ti voglio tanto bene”  Ernesto de Curtis (1875-1937)   

 “Core ńgrato”  Salvatore Cardillo (1874-1947)     

Intermedio from La boda de Luis Alonso Gerónimo Giménez (1854-1923)                  
 Piano Solo  Arr. Rodríguez       

“Serenata” (Jota de Perico)  Agustín Pérez Soriano (1846-1907)
from El guitarrico       

“II. Canto porque estoy alegre” Antón García Abril (1933-2021)
from Homenaje a Gayarre

Stage Manager: Miranda Wilson
Projected Titles: Jeri Shaffer

Approximate duration: 1 hour and 30 minutes
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FROM THE ARTIST
“This recital is very special to me. It is with great pleasure to 
finally make my debut here at The Dallas Opera. Our musical 
journey begins with the first part dedicated to dreams, to 
reverie. From the fantasies of Gerald thinking of Lakmé, 
to the gentle spirit that Fernando evokes in his dreams, to 
the envied dream of a shepherd that inspires Federico's 
lament. A first part that invites to dream and that prepares 
a delicious and passionate awakening with the always 
rapturous songs of the Neapolitan and Italian repertoire and 
closing with the brightness and energy of the Spanish song. 
This is a recital that Maestro Ángel Rodríguez and I have 
presented with great success in European concert halls and 
theaters. We hope, from the bottom of our hearts, that you 
will enjoy it.”

“Este recital es muy especial para mí. Es un gran placer el 
poder hacer por fin mi debit aquí, en Dallas Opera. Nuestro 
viaje musical inicia con una primera parte dedicada a los 
sueños, a la ensonación. Desde las fantasias de Gerald 
pensando en Lakmé, pasando por el gentil espíritu que 
Fernando evoca en sus sueños, hasta el sueño envidiado 
de un pastor que inspira el lamento de Federico. Una 
primera parte que invita a soñar y que prepara un delicioso 
y apasionado despertar con las canciones siempre 
arrebatadoras del repertorio napolitano e italiano y 
cerrando con el brillo y energía de la canción española. Este 
es un recital que el maestro Ángel Rodríguez y yo hemos 
presentado con muchísimo éxito en salas de concierto y 
teatros europeos. Esperamos, de corazón, sea de su agrado.”

— Javier Camarena
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JAVIER CAMARENA
Mexican tenor Javier Camarena is the preeminent Mozart and bel canto 
specialist of his generation. Praised for his burnished tone, gleaming high 
notes, flawless coloratura and veracious portrayals, he regularly appears in 
leading roles alongside today’s foremost stars at the world’s top opera houses. 

In the 2021-22 season, the tenor can be seen in Donizetti's L'elisir d'amore at 
the Gaetano Donizetti Theatre (Bergamo) in the role of Nemorino and begins a 
longstanding collaboration for the upcoming seasons of the Donizetti Festival. 
At the Metropolitan Opera in New York, he performs Donizetti's Lucia di 
Lammermoor (Edgardo di Ravenswood), 
sings concert performances of Bellini's
Il Pirata at the Zurich Opera House and the 
role of Tamino in Mozart's Magic Flute at
the Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona. 
Javier Camarena ends the season with
four performances of Donizetti’s
L’elisir d’amore (Nemorino) at the
Teatro Colón in Buenos Aires. 

In recent seasons, Camarena once again 
showed his great diversity in opera roles and 
as a concert performer. At the Paris Opera, 
after his great success as Ernesto in Don 
Pasquale, he sang Arturo in I Puritani and 
starred at the Opéra national de Paris in 
highly appraised performances of La fille du regiment. He made his longed-for 
debut at the Teatro Real Madrid as Gualtiero in Bellini's Il Pirata in one of the 
most difficult tenor roles ever. He returned to the Zurich Opera House as Don 
Ramiro in La Cenerentola, before also performing this role at the Metropolitan 
Opera in New York. As part of the Met Stars Live in Concert series, he joined 
Angel Blue, Pretty Yende and Matthew Polenzani for the New Year's Eve Gala, 
live from the Parktheater at the Kurhaus Göggingen (Germany).

It was at the Palacio de Bellas Artes in Mexico City that Camarena made his 
professional debut, as Tonio in a 2004 staging of La fille du régiment, and he 
has since returned to the house for three further productions. In 2007, he 
joined the ensemble of the Zurich Opera. Four years later, he made his debut 
at the Metropolitan Opera as Almaviva in Rossini’s Il barbiere di Siviglia, which 
is one of the signature roles for which he is best known.
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ÁNGEL RODRÍGUEZ 
Originally from Cuba and established in Mexico, pianist and composer Ángel 
Rodríguez began to study music when he was just five years old. He further 
complemented his professional training in Piano with teacher Gonzalo Gutierrez, 
Orchestra Direction under Gonzalo Romeu, and Vocal Repertoire with Enrique 
Jasso and Kamal Khan.

For more than three decades of his career he has been a pianist for notable 
singers of international opera, such as Ramón Vargas, Rolando Villazón, Javier 
Camarena, Nadine Sierra, Joseph Calleja, 
Pretty Yende, Verónica Villarroel, Ailyn 
Pérez, Alfredo Daza, Kate Lindsey, Arturo 
Chacón, and José Bross, among many 
others; in important venues in Europe, Asia 
and America, including the Palacio de Bellas 
Artes in México, Teatro Real de Madrid, 
Termas de Caracalla in Rome, Gran Teatro 
del Liceo, Konzerthaus Berlin, Kennedy 
Center in Washington, Harris Theater 
in Chicago, Opernhaus Zürich, and the 
prestigious Rosenblatt Recitals in London.

He accompanied the renowned tenor 
Rolando Villazón in the documentary ‘A 
Mexican Dream’ which aired on the Arts 
Channel and also performed at the Shanghai 
World Expo 2010, China.

Ángel Rodríguez has been a pianist for the Opera de Cuba, and Opera de 
Bellas Artes in México with more than ninety titles in repertoire, collaborating 
with superstars such as Plácido Domingo and Luciano Pavarotti, among other 
celebrities.

His recording accomplishments include two albums with famed tenor, Javier 
Camarena.

Currently Ángel Rodríguez teaches masterclasses at his Clinic of Interpretation 
and Vocal Style in Mexico, coupled with his work as a recitalist next to great 
opera figures, and as an arranger and music producer. 

He is the founder and president of the Colegio de Arte Vocal, the only institution 
in Mexico that is dedicated exclusively to the art of singing.
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Recital Presenting Sponsors
The Dallas Opera is most grateful to longtime TDO 
board members and contributors Holly and Tom Mayer, 
the Presenting Sponsors of this evening’s Recital. The 
Mayer’s support of this event, above and beyond their 
annual commitment to TDO, has enabled us to share 
the stellar talent of this tenor superstar with
you tonight.

OnStage Dinner Presenting Sponsor
The Annual OnStage Dinner honors and celebrates 
donors in the Platinum, Diamond, and Leadership 
Giving Circles of The Dallas Opera. Tonight marks 
Northern Trust’s 30th consecutive year as the 
Presenting Sponsor of this annual dinner and we thank 
them for their steadfast support over so many years 
and especially during the pandemic when we were 
unable to host live events. 

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT



9JAVIER CAMARENA RECITAL

The Dallas Opera has just announced its 2022/2023 Season, and 
audiences are in for a spectacle!

Opening the season in the fall is Rigoletto, starring George 
Gagnidze in the title role, René Barbera as The Duke, and a host 
of rising stars making their Dallas Opera debuts, including and 
Madison Leonard as Gilda, among many others. TDO Music 
Director Emmanuel Villaume will be on 
the podium.

Rigoletto is followed by Hansel and 
Gretel, the classic fairytale that is also 
composer Engelbert Humperdinck’s 
most famous work. Perfect for 
audiences of all ages and sung in 
English, Hansel and Gretel brings back 
Elena Villalón, as Gretel, and marks the TDO debut of Kangmin 
Justin Kim as Hansel. The great Patricia Racette sings both the 
roles of the Witch and the Mother, and Mark Delavan
is the Father. Maestro Villaume conducts this production from
LA Opera.

Wagner’s Das Rheingold is the first of the spring operas, and 
the premiere of a new production. Nicholas Brownlee returns 
to TDO as Wotan, Amanda Echalaz and Karen Slack make their 
TDO debuts as Fricka and Freia, Barry Banks sings the role of 
Mime, and Michael Mayes sings Alberich. Emmanuel Villaume 
conducts. (cont'd)

A SNEAK PEEK AT
THE 2022 | 2023 SEASON
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Mozart’s comic Così fan tutte closes the season in 2023, bringing 
a new production from San Francisco Opera. One of the three Da 
Ponte operas that Mozart wrote, Così stars Sara Gartland, Diana 
Newman, Elizabeth DeShong (TDO debut), David Portillo, Lucas 
Meachem, and Rod Gilfry, while Elizabeth Askren—an alumna of 
the second TDO Hart Institute for Women Conductors—makes 
her TDO debut leading The Dallas Opera Orchestra.

Join us for the 65th Anniversary Season and celebrate as we 
continue to bring big, bold opera to our audiences.

A SNEAK PEEK AT
THE 2022 | 2023 SEASON (cont'd)

For more information on the 2022 | 2023 
Season, visit dallasopera.org.
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11JAVIER CAMARENA RECITALthedallasopera.TV is made possible through Lead Sponsor Martha Peak Rochelle and the McCasland Strategic 
Opportunities Fund with additional support by The Dallas Opera donor family.

Visit thedallasopera.TV to explore today!

Performances.
Original programs.
Insider insights.

Everything opera...
all the time.

APRIL 3, 2022 APRIL 9, 2022

FAMILY SHOWS
Stories with music—that's what opera's all about!  
Reserve now for these fun, kid-friendly events!

THE WINSPEAR OPERA HOUSE AT THE AT&T PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

DALLASOPERA.ORG | 214.443.1000



DALLASOPERA.ORG | 214.443.1000

RICHARD WAGNER

DAS RHEINGOLD
FEB. 10, 12, 15, & 18, 2023

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART 

COSÌ FAN TUTTE
MAR. 24, 26, 29, & APR. 1, 2023

GIUSEPPE VERDI 

RIGOLETTO
OCT. 8, 12, 14, & 16, 2022

ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK

HANSEL & GRETEL
OCT. 28, 30, NOV. 2, & 5, 2022

2022 | 2023    
65TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE APRIL 15, 2022


