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The Dallas Opera will stream Carmen simulcast recorded live in 2018;
RSVP now for free, limited engagement beginning on
Friday, October 9, 2020 at 7:30 p.m.

DALLAS, TX, SEPTEMBER 29, 2020 – The Dallas Opera will be making the company’s 2018 hit
production of Georges Bizet’s Carmen—originally simulcast live in high definition to an
audience in Klyde Warren Park—available free for home viewing for a limited time.
The video stream will premiere online on the evening of October 9, 2020 (the originally
scheduled date for the opening of the 2020/2021 Season) at 7:30 p.m. Those interested in
viewing this TDO Encore Performance must register online at
dallasopera.org/performance/carmenstream in order to access the program. Following the
October 9th stream, the program can be viewed by registrants for 30 days until November 8,
2020.
“In this time of pandemic, it is crucial that The Dallas Opera continue to explore new ways to
deliver outstanding performances to patrons in North Texas and around the globe,” explains Ian
Derrer, the Kern Wildenthal General Director and CEO. “We are grateful for the support of our
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unions which has enabled us to present a truly remarkable performance that would be a
highlight in any season.”
This much-acclaimed production of Bizet’s thrilling masterpiece, created by Sir David McVicar
for Glyndebourne Opera in 2002, received its American debut at The Dallas Opera. It was
conducted at TDO by esteemed French conductor Pierre Vallet, with director Jack Furness
staging the revival in his American opera debut.
The starry cast of The Dallas Opera’s Carmen is led by French mezzo-soprano Stéphanie
d’Oustrac in the title role, tenor Stephen Costello in his role debut as the tormented Don José,
soprano Sara Gartland in her Dallas Opera debut as the ever-faithful Micaëla, and Russian bass
Alexander Vinogradov as the dashing toreador, Escamillo.
Wayne Lee Gay of Texas Classical Review described the production as “a nearly perfect
presentation of Bizet’s timeless tale of erotic obsession.” Gregory Sullivan Isaacs of Theater
Jones singled out Ms. d’Oustrac’s “transformative performance. Dramatically, she became
Carmen without a hint of acting, using her sinewy body and quick wit as the tools of her
survival.” Scott Cantrell of The Dallas Morning News agreed, adding, “With earthy Gypsies,
smugglers, soldiers and a star bullfighter, it’s gripping theater…and composer Georges Bizet’s
tunes, elegantly orchestrated, are second to none; you’ll still be humming them the next day.”
The ensemble cast includes sopranos Sarah Tucker as Frasquita and Lindsay Metzger as
Mercédès, tenor Rafael Moras as Le Remendado, and baritones Corey Crider as Le Dancaïre and
Gideon Dabi as Moralès—all in their company debuts. Bass Ben Wager appears as Zuniga.
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This production of Carmen was presented by The Dallas Opera in October/November of 2018
through the generous support of Mr. and Mrs. J. Davis Hamlin, Betty and Steve Suellentrop, and
Texas Instruments Foundation—with special thanks to the estate of Eleanor P. Stevens.
The 2018 Carmen simulcast, the 17th free public simulcast in TDO history, was made possible, in
part, by The Enrico Foundation, the Carl B. and Florence E. King Foundation, with additional
support provided by Texas Instruments.
Go to dallasopera.org/performance/carmenstream for additional details or to register to attend
this virtual night at the opera.
~~~~
ABOUT THE DALLAS OPERA
One of the leading opera companies in the country, The Dallas Opera has an extraordinary legacy of
world-class productions and thrilling premieres featuring the greatest operatic artists of our time.
Inaugurated in 1957 with a concert featuring the incomparable Maria Callas, TDO is known for the
notable U.S. debuts of a host of legendary artists including Plácido Domingo, Dame Joan Sutherland, Jon
Vickers, Franco Zeffirelli, and Sir David McVicar. The company has long been an industry leader and
innovator through groundbreaking initiatives including the Hart Institute for Women Conductors, TDO
Network, free public simulcasts, acclaimed art song recitals, the national vocal competition, special
concerts, and outstanding family and award-winning education programs. TDO’s home is the Margot
and Bill Winspear Opera House, a jewel in the Dallas Arts District. As one of the largest performing arts
employers in North Texas, TDO is proudly committed to diversity, onstage and off, and is a major
contributor to the economic vitality and international cultural reputation of this region.
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3

The Dallas Opera is a proud member of OPERA America
###

4

