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Music II Lesson Plan: Melody, Rhythm, and Characters 

 
Students Will 

• Read “The Story of the Opera” and “The Characters”  
• Listen to music excerpts online 
• Learn music excerpts from the opera  
• Compare/Contrast original and adapted text 
• Summarize distinguishing characteristics of character(s) through evaluation of music/text 

 
Copies for Students 

• “The Story of the Opera” 
• “The Characters” 
• Character Excerpts (1a-4b) 
• Bonus: “Ensemble” Excerpt (Finale) ( 5a-b) 

 

Getting Ready 

Prepare listening materials and online musical excerpts. Provide students with excerpt pages. Teach 

the rhythm and melody for each excerpt using a method that best suits the learning styles of your 

students. Using the links provided under Music Excerpts, listen to specific examples labeled as the 

character’s name. You may choose to listen to the example prior to or after teaching the excerpt. 

Later in the lesson, more critical listening is required for further activity. NOTE: Each character 

excerpt has an “a” (rhythm, melody, and synopsis of excerpt) and “b” (original notation from Elixir 

score). 

 

Introduction 

Opera is beloved because it is a combination of all the arts, including music and text that can be 

pulled from different types of literary resources. In this lesson, we will compare the characters in the 

excerpts and examine how the music and text help us associate each character to a specific theme or 

sound. Have the students look at the excerpt of your choosing. Depending on their ability to read 

music, they may want to focus more on the lyrics or notes and rhythms. Explain how the different 

staves align with the vocal part(s), and accompaniment.  
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Critical Listening 

While following along in the score, listen as a class to one excerpt at a time. You may wish to project 

the score and point to parts to help students follow along. Prompt students to listen for words that 

trigger feelings or reveal character traits. Listen for anything that may aid in relating to the character, 

or understanding the character’s point of view. You can bring their attention back to the character 

descriptions to help trigger any of their own ideas and inferences.  

 

Guided Practice 

Use the last excerpt you presented to the students as your example for this Guided Practice activity, 

as it will be most fresh in their mind and ears. Complete the Venn Diagram Worksheet with 

contributions from the class as a whole. Divide students into groups for the remaining character 

excerpts and have them complete a diagram for their groups’ assigned character. You may want to 

have more than one group assessing the same character in order to encourage individual 

contributions. Alternatively, treat this activity as a whole-class project if it better suits your students’ 

abilities and environment. Feel free to get creative with the diagrams if supplies are available to you. 

For example, you can two overlapping paper plates, big poster boards, two different colored pieces of 

construction paper, etc.  

 

Evaluation 

Have students discuss each other’s answers and performances, giving feedback on how each person’s 

text and musical interpretation differed and the effect it had on their performance.  

You may wish to grade students on their Venn Diagram Worksheets and/or their performances.  

 

Further Study *Bonus*  

See excerpt 5a-5b. Teach parts individually and put them together or all parts together as a sight 
reading exercise, whichever best fits your circumstances. Apply the same principles to this excerpt as 
the previous if desired.  
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TEKS: Music 
Grade 3, 4 

(1) Categorize and explain a variety of musical sounds, including those of children and adult voices; 
(A) Use music terminology in explaining sound, music, music notation, musical instruments and 
voices, and musical performances; (B) 
(2) Sing or play classroom instruments with accurate intonation and rhythm independently or in 
groups; (A) 

Grade 5 

(3) Sing and play classroom instruments independently or in groups with accurate intonation and 
rhythm; (B) Read and write music that incorporates rhythmic patterns in various meters; (C)  Identify 
music symbols and terms referring to dynamics, tempo, and articulation; (D) 

Grade 6, 7, 8 

(1) Individually demonstrate characteristic vocal or instrumental timbre; (A) 

(2) Perform independently, with accurate intonation and rhythm, demonstrating fundamental skills 
and basic performance techniques; (A) 

(3) Sight-read simple music in treble and/or other clefs in various keys and meters; (A) Use standard 
symbols to notate meter, rhythm, pitch, and dynamics; (B) Identify music symbols and terms 
referring to dynamics, tempo, and articulation and interpret them appropriately when performing; (C)  

(5) Describe aurally-presented music representing diverse styles, periods, and cultures; (A) Relate the 
other fine arts to music concepts; (D) 

 

Correlates:  

Language Arts, Drama 
 
Gardner’s Intelligences:  

Musical, Linguistic  
 
Bloom’s Taxonomy:  

Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation 
 
Sources:  
Donizetti, Gaetano. L’elisir d’amore (Romantic in two acts) Libretto by Felice Romani after Eugène 
Scribe. Public Domain; Milan: G. Ricordi, 1962. Plate P.R. 37. 
 
*Special Thanks to Mary Dibbern for use of her adaptation of Elixir of Love score for this lesson. 
 

http://imslp.org/wiki/G._Ricordi�
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THE STORY OF THE OPERA 

 
The opera begins on a farm outside a small town. Adina is a well-to-do land owner and has bought a 

book about those legendary lovers, Tristan and Isolde.  She has been reading about the love potion 

that turned Isolde’s hatred for Tristan into love and she wishes for a love potion of her own to 

magically conjure a husband. Nemorino, one of the farm workers, admires her from a distance.  

Nemorino is clearly in love with Adina, but cannot bring himself to tell her, as he is a simple country 

man with no money.  He would also like a love potion capable of catching Adina’s attention and 

capturing her heart. 

Belcore, an army sergeant, arrives.  He is struck by Adina’s beauty and openly pursues her in order to 

make her his wife.  Nemorino watches Belcore courting Adina and he is heart-sick that he may never 

have the chance to do the same.  Belcore presses Adina to marry him immediately; however, the lady 

is unsure.  She has only just met him, after all.  Adina begs for a little time to think over his offer of 

marriage as Belcore departs. Finding himself alone with Adina, at last, Nemorino declares his love. 

Adina isn’t terribly impressed with his awkward advances, and tells him, frankly, that he has no 

chance of winning her hand. 

Dr. Dulcamara is selling a patent medicine that he claims will cure all ills. Nemorino hears the doctor 

boast that his cure can set the coldest of hearts on fire. Nemorino buys a bottle with the last little bit 

of money in his pocket. Dulcamara tells Nemorino not to take the elixir until after sunset, giving 

himself plenty of time to finish peddling his fake medicine and get out of town. Nemorino declares he 

will drink the entire bottle that evening, in order for it to take full effect. However, Nemorino simply 

cannot wait, and begins taking the elixir immediately. He soon feels the effects of this “magic drink” 

and thinks that it is the warmth produced by the Elixir of Love.  Nemorino returns to the farm, 

pretending not to notice Adina.  He is hopeful that the elixir will do its job as Dr. Dulcamara 

promised. Adina is not happy that Nemorino seems indifferent to her.  Even from a distance she can 

see that his walk is more confident; he seems unconcerned and happy.  Nemorino does not speak of 

their previous conversation or of his feelings for her. 
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THE STORY OF THE OPERA CONT’D 
 

Belcore returns and, thinking that Nemorino does not really love her, Adina agrees to marry him.  

The happy sergeant wants to wed immediately.  Although Adina had hoped for a brief engagement, 

she relents, and agrees to tie the knot.  Nemorino, wanting more time for the Elixir of Love to take 

effect, begs Adina to wait.  The lady agrees to wait until the following day.  

Nemorino searches for Dulcamara to buy more elixir. The first bottle has not worked and he is 

desperate for another so he can win Adina’s heart.  Alas, he is out of money!  His only hope is to 

enlist in the army for the signing bonus he will receive.  He runs to Belcore to sign up, who is 

privately pleased that Nemorino will be out of the way.  Nemorino is equally confident that he will 

“get the girl” with help from the second bottle of the magic elixir. 

Adina is looking for Nemorino.  Dulcamara tells her that Nemorino has enlisted in the army in order 

to buy more of the Elixir of Love.  Adina realizes how cruel she has been and how truly Nemorino 

loves her.  All the women of the town are now after Nemorino.  She must find him and ask his 

forgiveness so they can be together.  Dulcamara tries to sell Adina a bottle of the elixir which she 

sensibly declines. 

Nemorino returns, reflecting on the single tear he had seen in Adina’s eye when they had last spoken. 

He is still hopeful that the elixir will do its job and make her love him.  Adina finds Nemorino and 

hands him his enlistment papers. She has bought them back from Belcore, so Nemorino won’t have to 

serve in the army.  She begins to walk away, but the farmer has reached his breaking point:  

Nemorino insists that if he cannot have her love, he would rather die a simple soldier.  At that, Adina 

admits that she loves Nemorino and asks him to forgive her. She insists that the elixir did its job well, 

and that Nemorino will never need it again. 

Dulcamara is happy to take credit for the happy couple.  Only Belcore seems to think him a fraud, 

after seeing his fiancée stolen from under his nose. Nemorino and Adina however, are untroubled by 

such thoughts.  They have eyes only for each other, and their loving hearts—as if by magic—now 

beat as one. 
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The Characters 
 
Adina: (soprano) A landowner and confident young woman who seems to be all business. However, 
her choice in literature reveals a romantic side. Adina dreams of falling in love with a handsome hero. 
When Belcore shows up, however, she has enough sense to know that marrying a man whom she 
hardly knows would be foolish. When Nemorino tells her of his love for her, she is not impressed. 
But when he later acts uninterested, she finds that she does indeed have feelings for him. She must 
realize both which man truly loves her and which man she really loves.  

 
 
Nemorino: (tenor) An employee of Adina’s who has been in love with her for a long time. Nemorino 
is shy and is not confident that Adina could have feelings for him. Up to now, she only seems to care 
about herself. When Nemorino sees Belcore ask Adina to marry, he knows that he must act quickly or 
lose any chance of marrying Adina himself. He is desperate enough to spend the last of his money on 
a love potion. Just as he is about to give up hope, he sees a sign that Adina does have feelings for 
him.  
 
Belcore: (baritone) A handsome and successful army officer, Belcore is convinced that he can win 
over any woman. He feels that he deserves the most beautiful wife he can find, and that any young 
woman would jump at the chance to marry him. When he asks Adina to marry him, he is surprised 
that she hesitates. Belcore thinks that he will get Nemorino out of the way by signing him up for the 
army. Nemorino is only interested in the signing bonus, which will buy more elixir.  
 
Doctor Dulcamara: (bass) A quack physician who sells a mysterious liquid as medicine to anyone 
he can convince to part with their hard earned money. He convinces Nemorino that this “magic” 
elixir will help him only after Nemorino tells him he is looking for a love potion like the fabled one in 
the story that Adina was reading.  
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EXCERPT 1a:  Adina 
 
Adina is reading the story of Tristan and Isolde. She tells Nemorino the story of how Tristan drank a 
love potion and caused Isolde to fall in love with him. She wishes that she could find a  
potion like that.  
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EXERPT 1b:  
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EXCERPT 2a: Nemorino  
  
Dulcamara informs Adina that all the women in town seem to like Nemorino and he attributes this to 
the “magic” Elixir. He attempts to sell a bottle to Adina, but she refuses to buy. After Dulcamara 
leaves her, Adina begins to weep not realizing that Nemorino has returned to see her and is moved by 
her tears. 
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EXCERPT 2b: 
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EXCERPT 3a: Belcore 
 
Belcore enters, salutes Adina, and presents her with a bouquet of flowers. He then proceeds to 
propose to her. Believing that she is responding favorably, he explains it by singing that it is no 
wonder, since he is a sergeant and women like a military man.  

 
 
*Note: Belcore is a baratone  role and originally written in the bass clef. Below is a treble clef 
transposition for alternate reading. 
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EXCERPT 3b:  
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EXCERPT 4a: Dulcamara 
 
Dr. Dulcamara is selling a patent medicine that he claims will cure all ills. Nemorino hears the doctor 
boast that his cure can set the coldest of hearts on fire. Nemorino buys a bottle with the last little bit 
of money in his pocket. 
 
 

 
 

 
*Note: Dulcamara is a bass role and is originally written in the bass clef. Below is a treble clef 
transposition for alternate reading. 
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EXCERPT 4b: 
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EXCERPT 5a: Adina, Nemornino, Belcore, Dulcamara 
 
Dulcamara is happy to take credit for bringing Nemorino and Adina together at last. Only Belcore 
seems to think him a fraud, after seeing his fiancée stolen from under his nose. Nemorino and Adina 
however, are untroubled by such thoughts.  They have eyes only for each other, and their loving 
hearts—as if by magic—now beat as one. 
 
Finale: 
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EXCERPT 5b:  
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