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Language Arts Lesson Plan: Writing Prompt 

 

Students Will 

 Read “The Story of the Opera” 

 Discuss and answer questions on the appropriate portion(s) of the Writing Prompt Activity 

Worksheet 
 

Copies for Each Student 

 “The Story of the Opera” 

 Activity Worksheet: “Writing Prompt” 

 Elements of a Story Information Sheet 

 Activity Worksheet: “ Story Web” 

 

Getting Ready 

Decide which section(s) of the worksheet you wish your group to complete. 

Gather pens, pencils and additional writing paper as needed for your group. 

 

Introduction 

Have your students read “The Story of the Opera” and review the Elements of a Story Information 

Sheet.  As a class, identify each element in the story of the opera.   

 

Guided/Independent Practice 

Depending on your grade level, the ability of your students, and time constraints, feel free to use the 

writing prompt and story web as best benefits your class.  The activity can be used as creative writing 

practice, or it can be taken all the way through the writing process.     

 

Evaluation 

Have students share their stories individually or in groups and provide feedback on their use of 

literary elements. 

 

For Further Study 

Students may want to do additional research on Gaetano Donizetti, The Elixir of Love, or related 

topics online or in their school library.  The students may also read about additional performance and 

production information by visiting the Dallas Opera website. Their findings can be shared with the 

class at the beginning of a later lesson. 

 

Additional Material: Librettist Bio - “Our Librettist, Felice Romani” 
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TEKS: Language Arts 

 

Grades 3-4 (110.14.B.18.A / 110.15.B.16.A)  

Writing/Literary Texts. Students write literary texts to express their ideas and feelings about real or 

imagined people, events, and ideas. Students are expected to write imaginative stories that build the 

plot to a climax and contain details about the characters and setting. 

 

Grades 5-6 (110.16.B.16.A / 110.18.B.15.A) 

Writing/Literary Texts. Students write literary texts to express their ideas and feelings about real or 

imagined people, events, and ideas. Students are expected to write imaginative stories that include a 

clearly defined focus, plot, and point of view; a specific, believable setting created through the use of 

sensory details; and dialogue that develops the story. 

 

Grades 7-8 (110.19.B.15.A / 110.20.B.15.A) 

Writing/Literary Texts. Students write literary texts to express their ideas and feelings about real or 

imagined people, events, and ideas. Students are expected to write an imaginative story that sustains 

reader interest; includes well-paced action and an engaging story line; creates a specific, believable 

setting through the use of sensory details; develops interesting characters; and uses a range of literary 

strategies and devices to enhance the style and tone. 

 

Correlates 

Music, Drama 

 

Gardner’s Intelligences 

Verbal-Linguistic, Musical, Interpersonal 

 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis 

 

Bibliography 

The Elixir of Love Libretto 

Warrack, John and West, Ewan, The Oxford Dictionary of Opera, Oxford University Press, 1992. 

Holden, Amanda, The New Penguin Opera Guide, Penguin Books, 2001. 
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THE STORY OF THE OPERA 
 

The opera begins on a farm outside a small town. Adina is a well-to-do land owner and has bought a 

book about those legendary lovers, Tristan and Isolde.  She has been reading about the love potion 

that turned Isolde’s hatred for Tristan into love and she wishes for a love potion of her own to 

magically conjure a husband. Nemorino, one of the farm workers, admires her from a distance.  

Nemorino is clearly in love with Adina, but cannot bring himself to tell her, as he is a simple country 

man with no money.  He would also like a love potion capable of catching Adina’s attention and 

capturing her heart. 

Belcore, an army sergeant, arrives.  He is struck by Adina’s beauty and openly pursues her in order to 

make her his wife.  Nemorino watches Belcore courting Adina and he is heart-sick that he may never 

have the chance to do the same.  Belcore presses Adina to marry him immediately; however, the lady 

is unsure.  She has only just met him, after all.  Adina begs for a little time to think over his offer of 

marriage as Belcore departs. Finding himself alone with Adina, at last, Nemorino declares his love. 

Adina isn’t terribly impressed with his awkward advances, and tells him, frankly, that he has no 

chance of winning her hand. 

Dr. Dulcamara is selling a patent medicine that he claims will cure all ills. Nemorino hears the doctor 

boast that his cure can set the coldest of hearts on fire. Nemorino buys a bottle with the last little bit 

of money in his pocket. Dulcamara tells Nemorino not to take the elixir until after sunset, giving 

himself plenty of time to finish peddling his fake medicine and get out of town. Nemorino declares he 

will drink the entire bottle that evening, in order for it to take full effect. However, Nemorino simply 

cannot wait, and begins taking the elixir immediately. Since it is nothing but wine, he soon feels the 

effects of the alcohol and thinks that it is the warmth produced by the Elixir of Love.  Nemorino 

returns to the farm, pretending not to notice Adina.  He is hopeful that the elixir will do its job as Dr. 

Dulcamara promised. Adina is not happy that Nemorino seems indifferent to her.  Even from a 

distance she can see that his walk is more confident; he seems unconcerned and happy.  Nemorino 

does not speak of their previous conversation or of his feelings for her. 
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THE STORY OF THE OPERA CONT’D 

Belcore returns and, thinking that Nemorino does not really love her, Adina agrees to marry him.  

The happy sergeant wants to wed immediately.  Although Adina had hoped for a brief engagement, 

she relents, and agrees to tie the knot.  Nemorino, wanting more time for the Elixir of Love to take 

effect, begs Adina to wait.  The lady agrees to wait until the following day. 

Nemorino searches for Dulcamara to buy more elixir. The first bottle has not worked and he is 

desperate for another so he can win Adina’s heart.  Alas, he is out of money!  His only hope is to 

enlist in the army for the signing bonus he will receive.  He runs to Belcore to sign up, who is 

privately pleased that Nemorino will be out  

of the way.  Nemorino is equally confident that he will “get the girl” with help from the second bottle 

of the magic elixir. 

Adina is looking for Nemorino.  Dulcamara tells her that Nemorino has enlisted in the army in order 

to buy more of the Elixir of Love.  Adina realizes how cruel she has been and how truly Nemorino 

loves her.  All the women of the town are now after Nemorino.  She must find him and ask his 

forgiveness so they can be together.  Dulcamara tries to sell Adina a bottle of the elixir which she 

sensibly declines. 

Nemorino returns, reflecting on the single tear he had seen in Adina’s eye when they had last spoken. 

He is still hopeful that the elixir will do its job and make her love him.  Adina finds Nemorino and 

hands him his enlistment papers. She has bought them back from Belcore, so Nemorino won’t have to 

serve in the army.  She begins to walk away, but the farmer has reached his breaking point:  

Nemorino insists that if he cannot have her love, he would rather die a simple soldier.  At that, Adina 

admits that she loves Nemorino and asks him to forgive her. She insists that the elixir did its job well, 

and that Nemorino will never need it again. 

Dulcamara is happy to take credit for the happy couple.  Only Belcore seems to think him a fraud, 

after seeing his fiancée stolen from under his nose. Nemorino and Adina however, are untroubled by 

such thoughts.  They have eyes only for each other, and their loving hearts—as if by magic—now 

beat as one. 
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Our Librettist, Felice Romani 

Felice Romani (Librettist), (January 31, 1788 - January 28, 1865) was born in 1788 in Moneglia, 

Italy.  He was born to a poor family and often sick as a child, but he worked hard and grew up to 

study law and literature in Pisa.  He eventually became a literature professor at the University of 

Genoa.  Romani spent some time traveling through Europe and then moved to Milan where he met 

the Bavarian composer, Simon Mayr.  He wrote two librettos for Mayr, and other composers in Milan 

were very impressed with his work.  Romani was hired as a librettist for La Scala, the most famous 

opera house in Italy.   

The excellence of Romani’s writing style, noted for the spare use of poetry and lack of pretense, 

made him extremely popular with composers.  He worked with all of the most important Italian 

composers of his day and wrote works in almost every operatic genre.  Some of the operas are still 

performed today and include Donizetti’s The Elixir of Love, Anna Bolena, and Lucrezia Borgia.  He 

never created original plots or subjects, but preferred to adapt his librettos from already existing 

works.  The Elixir of Love, for example was based on a French opera. 
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Name_____________________________________            Date_______________________ 

Writing Prompt 
     In our story, Nemorino drank an elixir that was supposed to make Adina fall in love with him.  

Imagine you had a special elixir that could change one thing about your life.  Write a story about the 

potion and describe what happens after you take the elixir. 
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Elements of a Story 

 

Genre The type of story or literary work 

Author Person who writes the story/book 

Setting Where and when a story takes place 

Main Characters The important people in a story 

Themes 

The underlying or stated main idea of a story 

      

*Often, the author implies the theme through the narrator’s/main 

character’s thoughts and feelings.  The theme can also be the 

message the author is trying to send. 

Conflict 

The major problem in the story 

 

Two categories of conflict: 

1. External - happens outside of the character, involves more than 

1 person, can be observed 

2. Internal - happens inside of the character, involves only 1 

person, can only be observed in thoughts and feelings 

 

Three types of conflict: 

1. Man vs. Nature (External) 

2. Man vs. Self (Internals) 

3. Man vs. Man (External or Internal) 

Climax 
One large event that changes the outcome of the entire story 

Plot The sequence of all events in a story 
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Story Web 

 
Pre-writing Exercise: Use the web below to map out the elements of your story. 

 

 

    

  

 


